
CCPS Elementary Mathematics 

Grade 3 Important Information 

Addition, Subtraction, and Place Value within 1,000 

Dear Family, 

We will begin a new unit called Addition, Subtraction, and Place Value within 1,000. In this unit of study, 

students continue to develop efficient strategies for adding and subtracting three-digit numbers. They will 

solve two-step word problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and/or division. Students will 

estimate and measure liquid volumes and masses of objects. They will solve one-step problems involving 

liquid volume and mass.   The specific learning goals your student will be working toward are listed below with 

examples of student work showing understanding of each learning goal.  

Learning Goal: Fluently add and subtract within 1000, using various strategies, and explain the 
strategies used. 

Example Problem Example Student Solutions 

What is the sum of  
642 and 279? 

Adding by Place Value 

 

Adding One Number in Parts 
 

  

 

 

“I broke apart both numbers into 
hundreds, tens, and ones. I added 
the numbers in the hundreds place 

and got 800. Then I added the 
numbers in the tens place and got 
110. Next, I added the numbers in 
the ones place and got 11. Last, I 
added the sums of the hundreds, 
tens, and ones places I got 921. 

So, 642 + 279 = 921.” 
 

“I started and 642 and added 
279 in parts. First I added 200 

to 649 and got 842. Then I 
added 70 to 842 and got 912. I 

added 9 to 912 and got 921. 
So, 642 + 279 = 921.” 
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Learning Goal: Solve two-step word problems using the four operations. 

Example Problem Example Student Solutions 

Mr. Carlson had 223 
oranges to sell at the 
Farmer’s Market. He 

sold 7 boxes of oranges 
with 8 oranges in each 
box. How many total 

oranges does Mr. 
Carlson have left to 

sell? 

 
 
 

Learning Goal:  Estimate and measure liquid volumes and masses of objects and solve one-
step measurement problems using the four operations. 

Example Problem Example Student Solutions 

Mya and Charlotte 
measured water in the 
containers. How many 

fewer milliliters of 
water does Mya have 

than Charlotte? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Goal:  Estimate, choose appropriate tools to solve problems, and verify the results.  

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 
 

 Talk about Strategies 
Work with your student to practice addition and subtraction strategies. Ask your student why they 
chose a particular strategy and have him/her explain the work they are doing.  
 

 Measurement at Home 
Have your child measure liquids used in recipes. Ask your child to compare liquid measurements. 

 
 

 

“Mya has 150 mL of water in 
her container. Charlotte has 

250 mL of water in her 
container. The difference 

between 150 and 250 is 100. 
Mya has 100 fewer mL of water 

in her container than 
Charlotte.” 

 

 

“Mr. Carlson started with 253 
oranges. He sold 7 boxes of 8 

oranges. I know 7 x 8 = 56. That 
means Mr. Carlson sold 56 

oranges. To find out how many 
oranges he has left to sell, I need 
to subtract 56 from 223 which is 

167.”  
 

 

 

Mya Charlotte 


